
National Curriculum Overview – (Cross-curricular units)                                                                                                                                                       

Year 5 

History Geography  
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 

history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, 

contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and 
sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They 

should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 

information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

This could include: 

 Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman Empire 

 Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland) 

 Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life 

 Anglo-Saxon art and culture 

 Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

This could include: 

 Viking raids and invasion 

 resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England 

 further Viking invasions and Danegeld 

 Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 

 Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a 

range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 

 Name & locate counties, cities, regions & features of UK  

 Understand latitude, longitude, Equator, hemispheres, tropics, polar circles & time zones 

 Study a region of Europe, and of the Americas 

 Understand biomes, vegetation belts, land use, economic activity, distribution of resources, 

etc. 

 Use 4- and 6-figure grid references on OS maps 

 Use fieldwork to record & explain areas 

 
 

Design and Technology Art and Design 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 

understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 

work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, 

industry and the wider environment]. 

When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 

 Use research& criteria to develop products which are fit for purpose and aimed at 

specific groups  

 Use annotated sketches, cross-section diagrams & computer-aided design  

 Analyse & evaluate existing products and improve own work  

 Use mechanical & electrical systems in own products, including programming  

 Cook savoury dishes for a healthy & varied diet  

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, 

with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, revisit & evaluate ideas  

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting and sculpture with varied 

materials  

 Learn about great artists, architects & designers  

 

 


