
National Curriculum Overview – (Cross-curricular units)                                                                                                                                                       

Year 3 

History Geography 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 

local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They 

should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 

terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, 

cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that 

involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should 

understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

This could include: 

 late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, Skara Brae 

 Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, Stonehenge 

 Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture 

A local history study 

This could include: 

 a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above 

 a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the 

locality (this can go beyond 1066) 

 a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 

significant in the locality. 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a 

range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Locate world’s countries, focussing on Europe & Americas focus on key physical & 

human features  

 Study a region of the UK (not local area)  

 Use 8 points of compass, symbols & keys  

 Describe & understand climate, rivers, mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes, water cycle, 

settlements, trade links, etc.  

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure & record  

 

Design and Technology Art and Design 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 

understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 

work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, 

industry and the wider environment]. 

When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 

 Use research& criteria to develop products which are fit for purpose  

 Use annotated sketches and prototypes to explain ideas  

 Evaluate existing products and improve own work  

 Use mechanical systems in own work  

 Understand seasonality; prepare & cook mainly savoury dishes  

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, 

with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record and evaluate ideas  

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting and sculpture with varied 

materials  

 Learn about great artists, architects & designers   

 

 


