
National Curriculum Overview – (Cross-curricular units)                                                                                                                                                       

Year 1 

History Geography 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing 

of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a 

wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and 

using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 

They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different 

ways in which it is represented. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of 

change in national life 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 

Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or 

anniversaries] 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 

periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 

Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should 

understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use 

geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 

 Name & locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom using atlases 

& globes  

 identify seasonal / daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to local & familiar features  

 Use four compass directions & simple vocab  

 

Design and Technology Art and Design 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 

understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 

work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home and school, gardens and playgrounds, the 

local community, industry and the wider environment]. 

When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 

 Design purposeful, functional & appealing products  

 Generate, model & communicate ideas  

 Use range of tools & materials to complete practical tasks  

 Evaluate existing products & own ideas  

 Build and improve structure & mechanisms  

 Understand where food comes from  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use a range of materials  

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture  

 Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  

 Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and designers  

 

 


